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illustrious of tliese queens was Bertha, the daughter of Cherebert,
king of Paris, who had the glory of converting her pagan hus-
band, Ethelbert, the king of Kent, to Christianity. Her daughter,
Ethelburga, was in like manner the means of inducing her valiant
lord, Edwin, king of ISTorthumbria, to embrace the Christian faith.
Eanfied, the daughter of this illustrious pair, afterwards the eon-
sort of Oswy, king of Mercia, was the first individual who received
the sacrament of baptism in Northumbria.

In the eighth century, the consorts of the Saxon kings were
excluded by a solemn law from sharing in the honours of royalty,
because queen Edburga had poisoned her husband Brihtric, king
of "Wessex; and even when Egbert consolidated the kingdoms
of the Heptarchy into an empire, of which he became the Bret-
walda, or sovereign, his queen Redburga was not permitted to
participate in his coronation.

Osburga, the first wife of Ethelwulph, and the mother of the
great jJJfred, was also debarred from that honour; but when,
on her death, Ethelwulph espoused the beautiful and accomplished
Judith, the sister of the emperor of the Pranks, he violated this
law, by placing her beside "him on the King's Bench, and allowing
her a chair of state and all the other distinctions to which her
high birth entitled her. Elfrida, the fair and false queen of Edgar,
did not possess the talents necessary to the accomplishment of
her design of seizing the reins of government, after she had
assassinated her unfortunate stepson at Corfe castle.

Emma of iNTormandy, the beautiful queen of Ethelred, and
afterwards of Canute, plays a conspicuous part in the Saxon
annals. The manner in which she sacrificed the interests of her
children by her first husband, Ethelred, to those by her second
unnatural marriage with the Danish conqueror, is little to her
credit, and was certainly never forgiven by her son, Edward the
Confessor; though that monarch, after he had witnessed the
triumphant manner in which she cleared herself of the charges
brought against her by her foes, by passing through the ordeal
of walking barefoot, unscathed, over nine red-hot ploughshares
in Winchester cathedral, threw himself at her feet in a transport
of filial penitence, implored her pardon with tears, and submitted
to the discipline at the high altar, as a penance for having exposed
such a test.